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Water Cycle Lesson Notes 

Let's talk about the Water Cycle!  

 Did you know that 75% of the Earth is covered in water? All living 

things need water. 

 The water cycle is the continuous journey water takes from the 

ocean, to the sky, to the land and back to the ocean. 

 The Sun heats up the water from oceans, lakes and rivers and the 

water changes. When the water is warm enough, it evaporates.  

 Evaporated water turns into water vapor, sometimes called steam. 

The water vapor rises up into the air. This is the first step of the 

water cycle called evaporation. 

 Next, the water in the air starts to cool down and forms tiny water 

droplets. These water droplets come together to form clouds. This 

process is called condensation.  

 The wind can blow clouds to different places. Clouds are actually 

tiny little water droplets floating in the air. As the clouds grow they 

collect more and more water.  

 When the clouds start getting heavy and cannot hold the water 

droplets anymore, they fall back to the earth in the form of rain or 

snow. This process is called precipitation.  

 Some of the water (rain or snow) lands in rivers, lakes or even on the 

ground. The water from the ground and rivers is always flowing and 

finding it's way back to the ocean. This process is called collection. 

 Finally, the sun starts heating up this water once again. This 

circulation of water is called water cycle.
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